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QUELQUES ETAPES D’INTEGRATION REGIONALE
A FEW STEPS OF REGIONAL INTEGRATION
1975

CONSTITUTION

The ECOWAS constitutional treaty was approved on the 28th of May 1975

1976

Membership of  Cape Verde.

Cape Verde became a member of ECOWAS in 1976, immediately after obtaining the status of independent and sovereign state on July 5, 1975.

1979

Liberalization of foreign trade.

Cancellation of import and export customs duties and removal of non-tariff barriers between member states for agricultural products, crafts and crude oil.

1983

Single currency.

Idea of ​​creation of the single currency of ECOWAS launched by the Conference of Heads of State and Government. Decision A / Dec6 / 12/85.

1987

Monetary cooperation.

Adoption of an ECOWAS monetary cooperation program (PCMC).

1990

Liberalization of foreign trade. 
Cancellation of import and export customs duties and removal of non-tariff barriers between Member States of the industrial products. 
1999

Convergence criteria.

 Adoption of the ECOWAS macroeconomic convergence criteria.

2000

Accra Declaration.

On April 30, the Heads of State and Government of 6 countries declared the institutionalization of the West African Monetary Zone (WAMZ), within the framework of the objective of the single currency zone of ECOWAS.

2000

ZMAO Agreement.

On December 15, 2000, in Bamako, capital of Mali, 5 heads of state and government signed the WAMZ Agreement.

2001

Monitoring mechanism.

Adoption of a multilateral supervision mechanism within the framework of the coordination of the economic and financial policies of the Member States as a precondition for the creation of the Economic and Monetary Union (decision A (dec / 7/12/01)).

2003

Free movement of people.

Recognition of the right to free movement of people and to work in ECOWAS.

2006

Effective free movement.

Effective visa-free movement in the region, for ECOWAS citizens limited to 90 days

2007

 Vision 2020.

 The adoption of the constitutive principles, which consists in the conversion of an ECOWAS of States into an ECOWAS of citizens.

2009

 Single currency of ECOWAS [ECO].

Adoption by the ECOWAS Convergence Council on May 25, 2009 of a “roadmap” for the ECOWAS single currency program [ECO] in 2020.

2013

Free trade area.

A free trade zone was created with the adoption of the ECOWAS Common External Tariff (CET) on October 25, 2013 in Dakar, applicable from January 2015.
